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FULL CONTENTS 
(Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] By carrying out a move scan in the state of non-contact along the printing side of 
recorded media The record means for printing pictures, such as a character and a figure, and 
a movement magnitude detection means to detect the relative movement magnitude of said 
record means against said recorded media in the state of the printing side of recorded media, 
and non-contact, In the printing equipment equipped with a control means to control the drive 
of said record means, based on the relative movement magnitude detected in said movement 
magnitude detection means the estrangement of said record means to the printing side of 
recorded media - the estrangement which detects a state in the state of said printing side and 
non-contact - [ it has a state detection means and / said control means ] said estrangement - 
the estrangement beyond the predetermined distance to which the state detection means was 
set beforehand - the printing equipment characterized by constituting so that the drive of said 
record means may be stopped when a state is detected. 

[Claim 2] said estrangement - the printing equipment according to claim 1 characterized by 
establishing a state detection means near said record means. 
[Claim 3] said estrangement - a state detection means - the estrangement beyond said 
predetermined distance - Claim 1 characterized by having a notice means to notify a user 
when a state is detected, or printing equipment given in 2. 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the printing equipment which prints pictures, 
such as a character and a figure, to the printing side of recorded media by carrying out the 
move scan of the main part of equipment a contacting state along the printing side of recorded 

http.V/dossierl .ipdl .inpit.go .jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje?u=http%3 A%2F%2Fdossierl .ipd... 6/1 3/2007 
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media. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The printing equipment of a manual scanning type printable on the 
arbitrary printing sides of recorded media exists conventionally. Below, this printing equipment 
is explained based on drawing 5 and drawing 6 . 

[0003] First, the mechanical composition of this printing equipment is explained. Drawing 5 
shows the internal configuration of printing equipment. A thermal head 51 is a printhead which 
has an exothermic resistance object and the drive circuit which drives this. The ribbon reel 52 
is supported possible [ rotation in equipment ]. The heat transfer ink ribbon 53 is the record 
material wound around said ribbon reel 52. A guide roller 54 guides the heat transfer ink ribbon 
53 from said ribbon roll 52 in said thermal head 51 direction. The delivery rollers 55 and 56 
pinch the heat transfer ink ribbon 53 guided by said guide roller 54, and give tension to the 
heat transfer ink ribbon 53 between said guide rollers 54. An encoder 57 has the slit disk 58 
and a photo interrupter 59, and drives said slit disk 58 with said delivery roller 55 through a belt 
60. A roller 61 rotates letting out at the time of the scan of printing equipment, and contacting a 
printing side top with a roller 56. 

[0004] Drawing 6 is the block diagram showing the electric composition of CPU in the 
conventional example, and its circumference part. The input part 62 has a segment display for 
indication for the bottom monitors of ** under the transparent touch panel which inputs the 
record data of a character, and its panel. A character generator 63 outputs Chinese character 
font data, kana font data, English character font data, and number font data (only henceforth 
font data). CPU64 read font data from said character generator 63 based on the record data of 
a character inputted by said input part 62. Based on the read font data, a thermal head 51 is 
driven only once for every predetermined scanning distance detected by the encoder 57. A 
display 65 displays the character read by said CPU64. A console 66 sets up magnifying power, 
such as a Chinese character, while directing the format of vertical writing and lateral writing. 
[0005] Next, operation is explained. First, either vertical writing or the lateral-writing formats are 
chosen with a console 66. Next, if a character is inputted into the input part 62, font data will be 
read from a character generator 63 by CPU64, and a character will be displayed on a display 
65 according to the selected format. 

[0006] And if the main part of printing equipment is placed on a paper and it is made to scan 
rightward in drawing 5 , the ribbon reel 52, a roller 61 , a guide roller 54, and the delivery rollers 
55 and 56 will rotate, and the slit disk 58 of an encoder 57 will rotate with rotation of the 
delivery roller 55. Therefore, a thermal head 51 is driven by CPU64 based on font data for 
every fixed distance detected by the encoder 57. 

[0007] with the common printing equipment of the floor type, the carriage mechanism as a 
conveyance means is bearing conveyance of the printhead - the accuracy of a carriage 
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mechanism of operation - it is common knowledge that print quality is influenced by how. In 
the case of the printing equipment of the manual scanning type which scans a case manually, 
the accuracy of the detection means of the printing side of a printing paper and the relative 
migration distance between cases influences print quality. The detection means in the printing 
equipment of the conventional manual scanning type consists of a delivery roller, a belt, and 
an encoder. Consideration - for exact.detection of relative migration distance, a delivery roller 
**** rotation of a delivery roller by a belt, and transmit to an encoder and it increases [ **** / 
using rubber for the quality of the material ] the number of slit division of the slit disk of an 
encoder, for example so that a printing side top may not be raced - is made. 
[0008] However, even if it is a delivery roller made of rubber, a delivery roller races depending 
on the quality of the material of a printing side, and there is a problem that an error arises in 
the detection result of relative migration distance. This is that there is no way, as long as the 
delivery roller contacted and relative migration distance is detected. Furthermore, there is a 
problem that an error arises in the detection result of relative migration distance by the slide of 
a roller and a belt etc. 

[0009] Moreover, in order to raise detection resolution, it is necessary to enlarge the speed 
increasing ratio of a belt, and there is a problem that the whole equipment is enlarged. 
Moreover, when speed increasing ratios run short, many gears are used instead of a belt, but 
in proportion to the number of gears, there are accuracy of a gear and a problem that a 
backlash arises and an error arises in the detection result of relative migration distance. 
[0010] In order to solve such a problem, these people have proposed the printing equipment 
which already detects relative migration distance by non-contact to recorded media. 
[0011] With the printing equipment which these people proposed, since the method using what 
is called the optical Doppler effect detects relative migration distance and relative migration 
distance with printed media can be detected with sufficient accuracy easy moreover, there is 
an advantage which can secure high print quality also in the printing equipment of a manual 
scanning mode. Furthermore, since it becomes printable even if it is in a non-contact state to 
recorded media by using such a method, it becomes an intense concavo-convex paper, a 
concavo-convex intense surface of a sphere, etc. printable, and there is also an advantage to 
which the kind of recorded media spreads. 
[0012] 

[Problem to be solved by the invention] However, in the printing equipment mentioned above, 
also in the situation which this equipment does not hold in a suitable position to recorded 
media, printing operation will be performed and there was a problem of causing poor printing. 
Furthermore, when it scanned carelessly, there was also a problem of printing to the medium 
which is not recorded media. 

[0013] are made in order that this invention may solve the problem mentioned above, and the 
http://dossier 1 .ipdl.inpit.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje?u=http%3 A%2F%2Fdossierl .ipd... 6/1 3/2007 
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main part of equipment receives recorded media - suitable estrangement - only when held in 
the position, it aims at offering the printing equipment which performs printing operation. 
[0014] 

[Means for solving problem] In order to attain this purpose, [ the printing equipment of this 
invention according to claim 1 ] By carrying out a move scan in the state of non-contact along 
the printing side of recorded media The record means for printing pictures, such as a character 
and a figure, and a movement magnitude detection means to detect the relative movement 
magnitude of said record means against said recorded media in the state of the printing side of 
recorded media, and non-contact, It is aimed at the thing equipped with a control means to 
control the drive of said record means, based on the relative movement magnitude detected in 
said movement magnitude detection means, estrangement of especially as opposed to the 
printing side of recorded media of said record means - the estrangement which detects a state 
in the state of said printing side and non-contact [ it has a state detection means and / said 
control means ] said estrangement - the estrangement beyond the predetermined distance to 
which the state detection means was set beforehand - when a state is detected, it is 
constituted so that the drive of said record means may be stopped. 
[0015] Therefore, according to this printing equipment, said record means by carrying out a 
move scan in the state of non-contact along the printing side of recorded media [ said 
movement magnitude detection means ] The relative movement magnitude of said record 
means against said recorded media is detected in the state of the printing side of recorded 
media, and non-contact, said control means controls the drive of said record means based on 
the detected relative movement magnitude, and the record means prints pictures, such as a 
character and a figure, to recorded media, and under this printing ~ said estrangement - 
estrangement of as opposed to the printing side of said recorded media in a state detection 
means of said record means - a state is detected in the state of said printing side and non- 
contact, under this detection - if - said estrangement - the estrangement beyond the 
predetermined distance to which the state detection means was set beforehand - when a 
state is detected, the drive of said record means is stopped. That is, when said record means 
separates from the printing side of recorded media too much, printing operation of a record 
means is stopped immediately. Therefore, it can carry out printing again etc. and the right 
printing result can be obtained, for this reason -- a record means receives recorded media - 
suitable estrangement - in the state where it is not held in a position, while being unable to 
perform printing operation but being able to prevent incorrect printing, printing blur printing 
disorder etc. can be prevented. 

[0016] moreover, printing equipment according to claim 2 - said estrangement - a state 
detection means is established near said record means, and it is a thing, therefore, the 
estrangement of said record means to the printing side of said recorded media the drive of 
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said record means can always detect distance exactly and according to said control means, 
and stop control - it can carry out correctjy. 

[00171 furthermore, printing equipment according to claim 3 - said estrangement - a state 
detection means - the estrangement beyond said predetermined distance - when a state is 
detected, it has a notice means to notify a user. Therefore, by a notice means, when a user 
has a notice, the user can print a record means by [ as being settled in said predetermined 
distance ] exactly estranging [ a record means / too much ]-from printing side of recorded 
media understanding, and henceforth. 
[0018] 

[Mode for carrying out the invention] Below, the form of the operation which materialized the 
printing equipment of this invention is explained with reference to Drawings. 
[0019] First, the hard composition of printing equipment is explained. The outline of the internal 
configuration of the printing equipment in the form of this operation is shown in drawing 1 . In 
the equipment case 1 , the ink-jet head 2 as a printing means is formed, and the ink-jet head 2 
is a record element which has a drive circuit, and injects direct ink on the printing side 15 of the 
printing paper as recorded media. An ink cartridge 4 supplies ink to said ink-jet head 2. The 
floodlighting parts 8a and 8b output laser light toward the printing side 15, and build the micro 
lens which condenses a laser beam in the output part of laser light. A light sensing portion 10 
is a pin photo-diode, and it is constituted so that the laser light reflected by the printing side 15 
may be received and it may change into an electric signal. Moreover, the proximity sensor 6 
mentioned later is arranged near the ink-jet head 2. The proximity sensor 6 outputs the electric 
signal according to the distance of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15. With the form of 
this operation, the electric capacity type sensor is used for the proximity sensor 6. and the 
proximity sensor 6 - estrangement of this invention - the state detection means is constituted. 

[0020] Next, the optical Measurement Division method of the relative migration distance of 
printing equipment and the printing side 15 is explained using drawing 2 and drawing 3 . 
[0021] First, the laser light which had the beam extracted is respectively irradiated at an angle 
of theta to the altitude on the printing side 15 from a pair of floodlighting parts 8a and 8b which 
counter. The laser light is scattered about by the microscopic particles (particle diameter phi 
about below the wavelength grade of laser light) which adhered on unevenness of the printing 
side 15, or the printing side 15 (the factor which participates in dispersion, such as this, is 
henceforth called a scattering factor). This dispersion light is detected by the light sensing 
portion 10 arranged on an altitude. This Measurement Division method is called the laser 
DOPPURA method, and especially this optical system is 2 beam incidence system operation 
type. By this optical system, the optical intensity signal by a scattering factor called a 
DOPPURA beat signal is acquired. Said DOPPURA beat signal will be set to frequency 
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change deltaf of the Doppler effect by dispersion on the printing side 15, if the PEDESUTARU 
ingredient which is a low-frequency component is removed by the filter 20, it clips by the 
waveform shaping circuit 21 and frequency is measured by the frequency counter 22. Here, 
there is a relation of expression to the scattering factor speed v on DOPPURA beat frequency 
deltaf and the printing side 15 shown below. 
[0022] 

[Mathematical formula 1] 
Af~2sin0-v/A (A: W-ifQfc«) 

[0023] That is, the speed of a scattering factor, i.e., the relative displacement speed of printing 
equipment and a printing side, can be found by measuring DOPPURA beat frequency deltaf. 
This Measurement Division method is indicated in detail by Mishina's paper "application to 
Measurement Division of an optical heterodyne detection method" (applied physics, 6 (1973) 
560), and "optical application Measurement Division technology" (edited by Japan Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, Asakura Publishing), for example. Said DOPPURA beat frequency 
deltaf is inputted into CPU mentioned later, said relative displacement speed is found, and said 
relative migration distance is further computed by integrating time. 
[0024] Next, based on the block diagram shown in drawing 4 , electric control composition 
including the apparatus of this printing equipment and a circumference part is explained. 
[0025] The input part 30 has the transparent touch panel which inputs the record data of a 
character, and the segment display for indication for the bottom monitors of ** arranged under 
the panel. A character generator 32 outputs font data. CPU34 are based on the record data of 
a character inputted by the input part 30. The ink-jet head 2 is driven based on the font data 
which calculated scanning distance from DOPPURA beat frequency deltaf which read font 
data and was obtained by the operation part 12 mentioned later, and was read from said 
character generator 32 for every predetermined scanning distance. In that case, when distance 
with the printing side 15 is separated from the fixed interval with the output signal of the 
proximity sensor 6, the ink-jet head 2 is not driven. When distance with the printing side 15 is 
separated from the fixed interval with the output signal of said proximity sensor 6, a display 36 
displays that and notifies a user of it, while it displays the character read by said CPU34. A 
console 38 directs the format of vertical writing and lateral writing. 

[0026] And the operation part 12 shown in drawing 2 and said CPU34 constitute the control 
means of this invention. Moreover, said display 36 constitutes the notice means of this 
invention. 

[0027] Next, printing operation is explained. First, either vertical writing or the lateral-writing 
formats are chosen with a console 38. Subsequently, a character is inputted into the input part 
30. Then, font data is read from a character generator 32 by CPU34, and a character is 
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displayed on a display 36 according to the selected format. 

[0028] and the upper part in which a user floats the printing equipment case 1 on the upper 
part from the printing side 15 of a printing paper and where the nozzle of the ink-jet head 2 is 
suitable from the printing side 15 - estrangement - it grasps so that it may be arranged at 
distance, and scanning movement is carried out so that it may become parallel to the printing 
side 15. At this time, a pair of floodlighting parts 8a and 8b project laser light on the printing 
side 15, and a light sensing portion 10 detects and outputs dispersion light. The output signal 
is processed by the frequency counter 22 through the Fourier transform part 19, the filter 20, 
and the waveform formation circuit 21 in the operation part 12, and obtains DOPPURA beat 
frequency deltaf. 

[0029] On the other hand, the proximity sensor 6 outputs the voltage according to the distance 
of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15 of a printing paper. CPU34 compare the output 
voltage from the proximity sensor 6 with reference voltage. The alarm display of that is carried 
out to a display 36, and a user is notified at the same time it stops printing operation 
immediately since the distance of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15 separates too 
much when the output voltage from the proximity sensor 6 is lower than reference voltage. On 
the other hand when the output voltage from the proximity sensor 6 is higher than reference 
voltage From said DOPPURA beat frequency deltaf, scanning distance is calculated and the 
ink-jet head 2 is driven for every fixed distance based on font data noting that there is distance 
of the ink-jet head 2 and a printing paper within suitable limits. As a result, a character is 
printed. 

[0030] In addition, by once interrupting the printing and reprinting from the beginning, when it is 
detected as mentioned above that the distance of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15 
separates too much with the proximity sensor 6, if it is an intermediate line, it will reprint from 
the beginning of the line, and the right printing result will be obtained. 
[0031] According to the printing equipment mentioned above, it can print in the state of non- 
contact to printed media, moreover poor printing by distance with printed media separating too 
much can be prevented, and an always good printing result is obtained. 
[0032] Moreover, since it constituted on the display 36 so that display warning of that might be 
carried out when the distance of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15 of a printing paper 
separated beyond in fixed distance, the user can print exactly. 

[0033] In addition, various modification is possible for this invention within limits which are not 
limited to the form of operation mentioned above and do not deviate from the summary of this 
invention. 

[0034] the form of said operation - estrangement - although the example using the electric 
capacity type sensor as a state detection means was shown, the same effect is acquired even 
if it uses noncontact range finding sensors, such as an ultrasonic sensor and a photosensor. 
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[0035] Moreover, although the linear relative migration distance over printed media was 
detected with the form of said operation For example, if it constitutes so that it may intersect 
perpendicularly with the floodlighting part mentioned above, and 1 set of floodlighting part may 
newly be prepared and a motion of two axes can be detected, the printing equipment of form 
that a printed-media top can be scanned and printed that it is also rounded and freely is 
possible. A motion of two axes is measured with a time sharing method, for example. That is, a 
motion of two axes can measure by one light sensing portion by halving the Measurement 
Division time and repeating Measurement Division of both directions by turns. 
[0036] Moreover, for example, printing equipment is good also as composition which connects 
with external text edit equipment like a personal computer as well as the usual printer, and is 
used without including an input part etc. In this case, it is constituted from a personal computer 
by the interface which inputs character data, a printing position display, an ink-jet head, CPU, 
and its peripheral equipment. 

[0037] Furthermore, [ when the distance of the ink-jet head 2 and the printing side 15 of a 
printing paper separated beyond in fixed distance, the display 36 constituted from the form of 
said operation so that it might notify of that by display, but ] A buzzer may be made to **** or 
you may make it turn on or blink a lamp outside it. 
[0038] 

[Effect of the Invention] [ like / it is ****** from having explained above and / according to the 
printing equipment of this invention according to claim 1 ] By carrying out a move scan in the 
state of non-contact along the printing side of recorded media The record means for printing 
pictures, such as a character and a figure, and a movement magnitude detection means to 
detect the relative movement magnitude of said record means against said recorded media in 
the state of the printing side of recorded media, and non-contact, It is aimed at the thing 
equipped with a control means to control the drive of said record means, based on the relative 
movement magnitude detected in said movement magnitude detection means, estrangement 
of especially as opposed to the printing side of recorded media of said record means - the 
estrangement which detects a state in the state of said printing side and non-contact - [ it has 
a state detection means and / said control means ] said estrangement - the estrangement 
beyond the predetermined distance to which the state detection means was set beforehand - 
when a state is detected, it constitutes so that the drive of said record means may be stopped. 
[0039] therefore, said estrangement - the estrangement beyond the predetermined distance to 
which the state detection means was set beforehand - when a state is detected, the drive of 
said record means can be stopped immediately. Therefore, it can carry out printing again etc. 
and the right printing result can be obtained, for this reason — a record means receives 
recorded media - suitable estrangement ^ in the state where it is not held in a position, while 
being unable to perform printing operation but being able to prevent incorrect printing, a 
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printing blur, printing disorder, etc. can be prevented. 

[0040] moreover - according to printing equipment according to claim 2 - said estrangement - 
- since a state detection means is established near said record means and it is a thing the 
estrangement of said record means to the printing side of said recorded media - distance can 
always be detected exactly and drive of said record means by said control means and stop 
control can always be performed correctly. 

[0041] furthermore - according to printing equipment according to claim 3 - said 
estrangement - a state detection means - the estrangement beyond said predetermined 
distance - since it had a notice means to notify a user when a state was detected, when a 
user has a notice by a notice means, a record means cuts by estranging too much from the 
printing side of recorded media. Therefore, the user can print a record means by [ as being 
settled in said predetermined distance ] exactly henceforth. 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the important section sectional view showing the internal configuration of the 
printing equipment in the form of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the block diagram showing the composition of the operation part of printing 
equipment. 

[Drawing 3] It is the explanatory view of the optical measurement in printing equipment. 
[Drawing 4] It is the block diagram showing the electric composition of CPU of printing 
equipment, and its circumference part. 

[Drawing 5] It is the outline composition figure showing the internal configuration of the printing 
equipment of the manual scanning type in the former. 

[Drawing 6] It is the block diagram showing the electric composition of CPU in conventional 

printing equipment, and its circumference part. 

[Explanations of letters or numerals] 

2 Ink-jet Head 

6 Proximity Sensor 

8a Floodlighting part 

8b Floodlighting part 

10 Light Sensing Portion 

12 Operation Part 

15 Printing Space 

34 CPU 

36 Display 
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[Drawing 11 
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[Drawing 41 
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[Translation done.] 
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